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that of its counterpart zero implies four essential properties: “ The 
infini te and the zero are (1) the contraries of the finite, (2) negative con¬ 
cepts, opposed to the finite—a positive oonoept, (8) unities, opposed to 
the indefinite multiplicity of the finite, (4) the limits of the finite 
These properties, as pertaining to ‘ zero,' are established and illustrated 
by an analysis of the notion of mass, or quantity of matter.] Notes et 
Discussions. M. Mansion—Quelques mots sur le nativisme et l’empir- 
isme. [Calls attention to the persistence of visual images as an import¬ 
ant factor in the perception of space.] E. Joyau—De l’introduction en 
France de la philosophic de Kant. Notices Bibliographiqnes, Ac. No. 
8. August A. Penjon—Le rire et la liberty. [The essence of the plea¬ 
sant and laughable in all its forms is spontaneity, or liberty,—and 
‘‘laughter is only the expression of our own feeling of liberty, or of our 
sympathy for certain manifestations, real or imaginary, of liberty in 
others ; always and everywhere it is as the natural echo in us of 
liberty ”. With this as guiding principle, the several conditions and 
causes of laughter are examined.] C. Mouret—Le problime de l’infini. 
I. La relativity (Fin.). [Continues the analysis of the notion of mass, 
exhibiting the properties of the infinite, as m previous number of the 
•zero’. Both infinite and zero are derived from the “ notion-m&re,” the 
“not-finite,' which is the contrary of the finite. Both imply the ab¬ 
sence of a certain change, the presence of which is the characteristic of 
the finite. “ The infinite is not absolute but relative, is the position of 
a term in a system of relations”—“expresses directly or indirectly a 
certain simple relation of its determined object with other determined 
objects".] V. Egger- Jugement et resemblance (Fin.). [Criticism of 
Mill's theory of judgment] Notes et Discussions, Ac. 

Zmtschrut FflR Psychologis und Physiologie der Slnnksoroanb.— 
Bd. v., Heft 8 und 4. H. Ebbinghaus— Theorie des Farbensehens. 
[There are concerned in normal colour virion three sensitive substances, 
situated in the most external retinal layers? and differing in distribution, 
power of absorption, and decomposability. (1) The while rubrtanee. 
Throughout the retina. Most sensitive. Perpetually decomposed (sensa¬ 
tions of white and grey) and regenerated. (2) The virual purple ; de¬ 
composed into visual yellow ; further decomposed by the green-to-violet 
rays. Exists in a reddish and rose-violet form. In the external 
members of the rods and cones. Final decomposition—products used 
for regeneration. Decomposition of purple and yellow = sensation of 
brightness, plut a ‘ toning ’ of yellow and blue. The ‘ rhythms ’ of the 
latter colours are antagonistic. (8) The red-green lubstancc. In the 
external members of the cones. More decomposable than the visual 
purple. Originally green (complementary to purple; therefore these 
cone-members colourless ; decomposed to red ; further by middle wave¬ 
lengths : final products regenerated to green. Decomposition of green 
and red — sensation of brightness, plui a ‘ toning ’ of red and green; 
again, antagonistic‘rhythms'. Abnormal colour virion. Ordinary colour¬ 
blindness — absence of (3). ‘ Red ' and ‘ gTeen ’ blindness are due to the 

presence of one or other form of (2). ‘ Colour weakness ’ and irregularities 
of colour antagonism are to be explained centrally, by disturbances of 
the ‘ rhythm ’-excitations. Total colour-blindness means either absence 
of (2) and (8); or central disturbances. The paper occupies 90 pages.] 
P. Hocheisen— Ueber den Muskelsinn bei Blinden. [The perception of 

r iive movements—the perceptions of the ‘ muscle-sense ’ in general 
239)—are more than normally acute in the case of practised blind 
subjects. The causes of this are mental: attention and practice in the 
interpretation of sensations of slight intensity. The movement-sensibility 
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of children is better than that of adults. The differences of 4 right' and 
4 left' have but little to do with acuteness of movement-discrimination. 
The cutaneous 4 sense of place ' is not always provably more than 
normally acute in the blind : where it is so, the fact is referable to 
practice.] Litteraturbericht. Bd. v., Heft 5. R. Sommer—Zur Theorie 
der cerebralen 8chreib-und Lesestorungen. [Cf. the writer’s Zur Psy¬ 
chologic dtr Spraehe, Zsitscher., voL ii. pp. 148 £ (1) Partial letter-aleria 

after the appearance of an apoplectic area in the left hemisphere. (2) 
Some letters are read, some never read, some occasionally. Cf. dyslexia. 
(8) Reading is not the result of the cognition of letters plus the remem¬ 
brance of their sounds. But there is no 4 centre ’ for the junction of 
letters. Perhaps we normally think the letter-sounds in such rapid suc¬ 
cession that they fuse to form a word. (4) In cases of partial aJexia it 
does not follow that letters read can be written down when oalled out 
to the patients. On the other hand, letters can be written from dictation 
which cannot be read.] E. Brodhun —Die GUltigkeit des Newtonschen 
F.arbenmischungsgesetzes bei dem sog. grhnblinden Farbensystem. [The 
experiments referred to by A. Kdnig, Sitxungsber d. Berl. Akad., March 81, 
1887. The writer's colour-system showed considerable deviations from 
Newton’s law. Tentative determination of these.] Litteraturbericht 
[KUlpe on Cornelius' Vcrtehmelxung und Anali/te.] 

Philo soPHiscnF. Studibn.—B d. ix., Heft 1. H Brans—Oeber die 
Ausgleichung statistischer Zahlungen in der Psychophysik. [A valuable 
paper, suggested by Kampfe's recent work on Right and Wrong Cases: 
too technical for summarisation.] J. Merkel—Die Methode der mittleren 
Fehler, experimentell begriindet durch Versnehe aus dem Gebiete des 
Raummasses I. [Continuation of previous articles ; vii. 568, viii. 97. 
Theory of the method.] A. Lehmann— Ueber die Beziebung zwischen 
Athmung und Aufmerksamkeit. [(i.) Introduction. Lange, Miinsterberg, 
Ac. Criticism of Eckener. (ii.) Apparatus. Light, sound, and electricity 
employed, (iii.) RetxdU. Causes of fluctuation are breathing, quivering 
of the muscles of accommodation, the memory-image of the sensations 
(interferes with the others; hence irregularity of fluctuation) and various 
special conditions (iv.) Theoretical remark». “ These facts can tell us 

nothing of the nature of attention, except, what no one dispntes, that 
4 attention ’ is dependent on organic processes.” Preferable to the author 
is a theory of attention which does without 4 apperceptive activity,’ and 
which accords with Wundt’s theory of hypnosis (viii. pp. 42 ff.)J L. 
Witmer—Zur experimenteUen JSsthetik emfacher raiimlicher Forrn- 
verhaltniase. L [(i.) Introduction. Hogarth to Zeising. (ii.) Zciting'r 
doctrine of proportion. The golden section. Value of Zeising’s work, 
(iii.) Fechner 1 ! experimental ASsthetia. (iv.) Some hitherto unpublithed in¬ 
vestigationt by Fechner. Two series of experiments, with ellipses and i’a. 
(v.) Fechner'r methods and measurement*. (vi.) A new method of choosing.] 
Tafel des integrals <f> (y), Ac., Zusammengestellt von B. Kampfe. [Cf. 
viiL 611, and ix. 1.] 

Philo so phi schs MoNXTSHBrrK_Bd. xxix., Heft 6, 6. Paul Caras— 

Die Religion der Wissenschaft. Eine Skixze aus dem philosophischen 
Leben Nordamerikas. [An account of the aim and principles of the 
4 Open Court ’ Publishing Company.] R. Haar—Ein nnaufgeklartes 
Moment in der Kantdschen Philosophie. [A critical examination of the 
Lectures on Psychology recently edited and attributed to Kant by 
Carl du Prel, and of the larger 4 Lectures on Metaphysics ’ published in 
1821 by V. H. Ludwig Politz, and a refutation of the charge of mysticism 
founded upon them. The writer shows, from internal and other evi- 
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